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display his commitment and dedication
as a U.S. officer. His actions in Lake
Michigan reflect the marine motto
“Semper Fi’—or ‘‘always faithful.” I
applaud Lieutenant Dominguez for
making his country and his Corps
proud.
——

ISRAEL’S RIGHT TO DEFEND
HERSELF

(Mr. DEUTCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, in the
past 24 hours alone, terrorists along
the Gaza Strip have launched more
than 250 rockets into southern Israel.
That’s 2560 rockets in 1 day since Hamas
began its strikes.

Imagine 250 rockets raining down in 1
day on your community anywhere in
the United States. We would expect our
government to act to protect our citi-
zens. Israel is acting to protect her
citizens. Israel has the right to protect
her citizens from terrorist attacks. In
the early hours of this morning, three
Israeli civilians died when a rocket
from Gaza struck the top floor of an
apartment building. Later in the day, a
rocket hit just 10 miles from Tel Aviv.

The United States mourns the loss of
life at the hands of Hamas terrorists.
We will not waver in our support of
Israel’s right to defend herself against
these and other attacks. The right of
any nation to defend its citizens can
never be called into question. Mr.
Speaker, at this challenging time for
our great ally, the United States
stands with Israel.

ISRAEL’S RIGHT TO DEFEND
ITSELF

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOLD. I rise today to address the
recent events in the Middle East. Our
ally Israel, like every nation, must
have the right to defend itself and its
citizens against ongoing acts of terror.

We know now that the international
community frequently looks for oppor-
tunities to delegitimize Israel’s ac-
tions, which is why it is essential that
we here in the United States of Amer-
ica loudly and publicly express our sup-
port for Israel’s right to defend itself in
the face of Hamas’ terror.

Hamas is responsible for over 800
rocket attacks on Israel in 2012—with
over 250 rockets indiscriminantly fired
on Israel’s citizens in the past 5 days
alone. Because of this escalation, 1 mil-
lion men, women and children in south-
ern Israel have been forced to live
under the threat of attacks and must
now know where the nearest rocket
shelter is located. As I speak, thou-
sands of Israelis are sleeping in bomb
shelters out of fear for their lives and
the lives of their children.

Mr. Speaker, no nation would sit
back and tolerate its population living
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under such threatening conditions.
Certainly, we here in the United States
would not.

———

PASS THE FARM BILL

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, it’s time to
get to work. When Congress recessed
for the election, we left much undone,
including the farm bill, which is crit-
ical to the economy of my district and
to our country.

Just this weekend, The Fresno Bee
got it right when they wrote:

There are some in Congress who suggest
delaying the farm bill until after new Mem-
bers begin serving in January. That’s the
easy way out, but it does not serve the inter-
ests of the Nation’s farmers.

It also doesn’t serve the families in
need and children who depend upon the
nutrition programs in the farm bill.
It’s time to get back to representing
the interests of our constituents, not
partisan politics. Dairymen are having
a tough time in California. Our farmers
need certainty, and only a 5-year farm
bill can provide that. Both versions of
the farm bill also save billions of dol-
lars.

We have bipartisan agreement on
this bill. We need to pass this bill so
that we can go to conference com-
mittee to resolve the differences.

————
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WE CAN AVOID THE FISCAL CLIFF

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people are breathing a cautious
sigh of relief now that the long election
season is finally over. The House and
Senate are both in session, and the
American people are watching. We
have much work to do and not much
time to do it.

With unemployment hovering near 8
percent, our economy is still strug-
gling. To get America back on track,
we must work together, Democrats and
Republicans, to find solutions to our
economic challenges.

We all know it’s not until small busi-
nesses begin growing and creating jobs
that our economy will recover. The key
to our future lies in new start-ups,
innovators, and entrepreneurs.

Working together in a bipartisan
way, we can avoid the fiscal cliff, pro-
vide certainty to these small busi-
nesses, remove barriers to success, and
help renew the prosperity of the Amer-
ican people.

Last week our constituents spoke,
and the mandate they gave us was a
mandate to work together. We must
listen to them and work with open ears
and open minds to arrive at bipartisan
solutions to the very serious issues fac-
ing our country.
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THE COUNTRY NEEDS TAX RELIEF

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, we are in-
deed back here in a lame-duck session
with the most important issue facing
us, which is a deadline on taxes and
revenue. By previous action, we have
to act or certain conditions will be cre-
ated that will cause us to lose jobs and
hurt our economy and raise taxes on
everybody.

The President, the Senate, the Demo-
crats, and the House are all in agree-
ment that 98 percent of the country
needs tax relief that has been given
through the Bush tax cuts, and they
should be extended.

I think everybody agrees that we
don’t need to make draconian cuts to
services for people, Social Security or
Medicare, or defense. The only issue is
my colleagues on the other side, the
Republicans in the House, who seem to
continue to want to give tax relief to
the upper 2 percent. That’s what di-
vides this Nation and this Congress
right now, tax cuts for the richest 2
percent.

I call on my Republican colleagues to
work with Speaker BOEHNER and allow
him to lead this country in working
with President Obama and to resolve
this situation.

——————

RECOGNITION OF DAVE WHITE,
CHIEF OF THE NATURAL RE-
SOURCES CONSERVATION SERV-
ICE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize Mr.
Dave White, chief of the Natural Re-
source Conservation Service at the
U.S. Department of Agriculture. After
a career with NRCS that spanned near-
ly four decades, this week he an-
nounced his plans to retire.

Chief White has spent his career
working to improve the Nation’s land
management policies and practices.
Over the years, Dave has been an indis-
pensable resource of experience and
knowledge, from helping to craft the
2008 farm bill conservation title, to his
leadership in implementing and im-
proving these programs at NRCS.

Dave’s work has helped the Nation
achieve our shared objectives for sus-
taining agriculture and the natural re-
sources upon which we all depend.

One area in particular is voluntary
incentive-based conservation programs
where Chief White has delivered a dem-
onstrated track record in leveraging
resources to maximize limited re-
sources. In my home State of Pennsyl-
vania, these efforts are helping to im-
prove the health of the Chesapeake Bay
Watershed, while also keeping farms
profitable and ensuring that these
farms remain in agriculture over the
long term.
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